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Survey overview

In the spring of 2009, the Wyoming State Library conducted a survey of Wyoming school library media centers (LMCs) to gather information on staffing, collections, budgets and other basic measures for the 2008-09 school year. A prior 2007-08 survey looked at only high school library media centers, while this survey covered all grade levels. 

For this survey, a school library media center is defined as having all four of the following:

1. An organized collection of printed, audio-visual and/or other library materials; 

2. Paid staff; 

3. Designated facilities, and 

4. An established schedule where it is available to students, teachers and administrators.

A list of 288 schools was developed, based on the school libraries listed in the Wyoming Libraries Directory [http://will.state.wy.us/directory/] and cross-checked against Wyoming Department of Education staffing data for all schools that had Library Media Specialist (LIM) FTEs and/or Library Media Aide (LMA) FTEs. 
It should be noted that this survey uses a self-selected sample of Wyoming school libraries, and it may not reflect accurately the full universe of Wyoming school libraries. 

In general, Wyoming Department of Education data on school staffing FTEs and school enrollment was generally used over self-reported data. 
Questions on this report may be directed to Susan Mark, Wyoming State Library Statistics Librarian, at smark@state.wy.us, toll-free at 1-800-264-1281 (press 3, then 3) or 307-777-5915. 

Response rate



	Category
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Response

	Elementary (K-6)
	99
	57
	156
	63.5%

	Elementary-Middle (K-8)
	4
	10
	14
	28.6%

	K-12
	9
	7
	16
	56.3%

	Jr. High/Middle
	23
	21
	44
	52.3%

	Junior/Senior High
	11
	3
	14
	78.6%

	High School
	31
	13
	44
	70.5%

	TOTAL
	177
	111
	288
	61.46%




Responses came from 44 of the state’s 48 school districts. No responses from Fremont 2 (Dubois), Fremont 21 (Fort Washakie), Sheridan 3 (Clearmont), and Weston 7 (Upton). Two responses were from private schools; all else were from public schools. 

There were 55,866 students in the 175 public schools that responded, or 64.6% of the total statewide public school enrollment of 86,519 reported by the Wyoming Department of Education. There were 323 students in the two private schools that responded. 

Professional staffing
101 of the 177 responding schools (57.1%) report that their main contact has a library media endorsement. In six additional schools, the survey respondent held a library media endorsement and supervised the main contact. Not surprisingly, elementary schools were less likely to report that they were staffed primarily by an educator holding the library media endorsement. 
	Does main contact have a library media endorsement?

	
	Yes
	No
	Total
	%

	Elementary (K-6)
	42
	57
	99
	42.4%

	Elementary-Middle (K-8)
	3
	1
	4
	75.0%

	K-12
	7
	2
	9
	77.8%

	Jr. High/Middle
	16
	7
	23
	69.6%

	Junior/Senior High
	6
	5
	11
	54.5%

	High School
	27
	4
	31
	87.1%


Data reported nationally to the National Center for Education Statistics shows that Wyoming, unlike many other states, has seen school staffing increase over the past few years, although most positions that have been created have been for aides.
	STATE
	Measure
	2002-03
	2003-04
	2004-05
	2005-06
	2006-07
	 
	5-year Trend

	WY
	Students
	88,116
	87,462
	84,733
	84,409
	85,193
	 
	(2,923)

	WY
	Professional
	134.5
	131.1
	132.1
	133.6
	144
	 
	9.50 

	WY
	Aides
	206.7
	256.3
	271.7
	276.4
	298
	 
	91.3 

	WY
	Total Library Staff
	341.2
	387.4
	403.8
	410.0
	442.0
	 
	100.8 

	WY
	Pro FTE/School
	0.35
	0.35
	0.35
	0.35
	0.37
	 
	0.03 

	WY
	Students/Pro FTE
	655.1
	667.1
	641.4
	631.8
	591.6
	 
	(63.5)

	WY
	Students/Staff FTE
	258.3
	225.8
	209.8
	205.9
	192.7
	 
	(65.5)


Source: NCES Common Core of Data

Average age of collections

Schools were asked to self-report the average age of their Science and Technology collections (Dewey 600s); 151 schools responded to this question. Median collection ages were:
	Median age of 600s
	Date
	Age
	N=

	ALL SCHOOLS
	1993
	16
	151

	Elementary (K-6)
	1993
	16
	84

	Elementary-Middle (K-8)
	1988
	21
	4

	K-12
	1997.5
	11.5
	6

	Jr. High/Middle
	1995
	14
	19

	Junior/Senior High
	1989.5
	19.5
	10

	High School
	1990
	19
	28


Student visits
Schools were asked how many student visits there were to the library media center in a typical or average week, both as part of scheduled classes and students using it independently. 169 schools with a combined enrollment of 56,189 reported total weekly visits of 72,331, or 1.3 visits per student each week. 

Next steps

A full report from the 08-09 survey is expected to be released in early October. Wyoming’s state data coordinator (SDC) and SDCs from several other states have been collaborating to develop data elements that could be collected across state lines, with a goal of collecting them nationally. The 09-10 survey will be aligned with these proposed data elements. The Wyoming State Library is also working with Follett on a school library collection analysis.
