PATENTS OF
INVENTION

AS GENEALOGICAL RESOURCES

by Dawn Rohan

For years there has been a foot-
note in my information about my
maternal great-grandfather:  he
invented a chemical in the head of
the Diamond Match. As the Patent
and Trademark Depository
Librarian at the Wyoming State
Library, I turned to the wealth of
information in the U.S. patent
collection to learn more.

Patents as Genealogical
Resources

Patents of invention have a long
history in this country and are often
overlooked as a genealogical
resource. The right to protect an
invention is guaranteed in the U.S.
Constitution, and the first U.S.
patent was issued in 1790 to Samuel
Hopkins of Philadelphia. Prior to
this, colonists were issued patents
by their colonies or by the British
government.

Patents can be intimidating
because they are both legal and
scientific documents. There is an
assumption that your relative had to
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